
Pastoral Care and Chaplaincy Studies- Level 9 NFQ 

(With exit awards at MA/Postgraduate Diploma/Postgraduate Certificate levels) 

 

Next Intake: September 2019 

 

Programme Outline 

This programme aims to provide an appropriate level of formation in spirituality and the 

human sciences, a sound grasp of adolescent and adult psychology, skills in group and 

organisational facilitation, counselling and pastoral skills, as well as a working familiarity 

with the educational environment of the post-primary school sector in Ireland as well as the 

third level sector. 

 

Course Structure 

Students successfully completing 45 ECTS of modules (3 core modules) in Stage 1 of the 

programme continue to Stage 2 where they undertake the Advanced Research Module (core 

module) and the Dissertation Module (core module) and exit with a Master of Arts (Pastoral 

Care/Chaplaincy Studies).  

 

Alternatively, students may exit with a Postgraduate Certificate on successfully completing 30 

ECTS (2 core modules) or with a Postgraduate Diploma on successfully completing 60 

ECTS (4 modules, including 3 core modules).  Students may also study standalone 

modules and exit with 15 ECTS (NFQ, Level 9) upon successful completion of a module. 

 

Stage 1 modules may be offered annually subject to a minimum intake of numbers while 

Stage 2 will be offered annually.   

 

Course Costs: 

Cost per module (Stage 1): €900 

Postgraduate Certificate: €1,800 

Postgraduate Diploma: €3,600 

MA (Total for all modules – Stages 1 and 2): €7,000 

 

Entry Requirements 

Level 8 Undergraduate Degree (H2.2) in the discipline or a related discipline. Applicants will 

have an academic qualification in Theology or Religious Education.  

 

Academic qualifications and/or relevant professional experience in Pastoral Care, Social 

Studies, Psychology, Counselling or Pastoral Ministry would also be an advantage.



Career Opportunities 

It is estimated that a significant cohort of chaplains will have to be educated for the secondary 

level education sector over the coming years.  In addition, graduates of this programme can 

work as chaplains or members of pastoral care teams at Universities and Institutes of 

Technology and other education institutions. 

 

Number of Places: Subject to a viable number of participants. 

 

Assessment and delivery: 

Each module will include student contact time, directed study, independent and e-learning 

study giving a total participant effort of at least 300 hours for each module.  Students will 

also be expected to participate in online discussions of course content. Dates are provided for 

on-campus workshops and lectures and the remainder of the modules are delivered online.  

Module delivery may overlap depending on the choice of modules.  Modules will normally 

be assessed by continuous assessment/written coursework (up to a maximum of 5,000 

words/module) based on assignment, e-tivities and discussion boards, where appropriate.  

There will also be an assessed School Placement element to the programme. 

 

On-campus delivery will take place on Friday evenings: 6:30-9:30pm and Saturdays: 9:30am- 

5:00pm unless otherwise indicated by module leader. 

 

School Placement Requirements: 

Please note that participants will need to carry out 2 hours per week (33 weeks per school 

year) in a school or educational setting.  The placement can be completed in a block or 

spread out throughout the year once it equates to 66 hours for the full year.  Please note that 

to work as a School Chaplain some schools require the Chaplain to have a HDip. 

 

Module Options Stage 1: All modules = 15 ECTS (NFQ, Level 9) 

• Inclusion for Learning  

• Issues and Skills in Pastoral Care/Chaplaincy Studies (Core) 

• School Placement (Core) 

• Theory / Practice of Counselling: Adolescent and Young Adult Development & 

Pastoral Skills (Core) 

 

Modules Stage 2 - both modules are core modules 

• Advanced Research Module (Core 15 ECTS) 

• Dissertation Module (Core 30 ECTS) 

Students commence Year 2 in September 2020.  

 

Contact details 

Administration:  

Mary Kearns 

Tel. 071 919 5550  

Email: mkearns@stangelas.nuigalway.ie 



 

Coordinator:  

Rev. Dr. Michael Duignan  

Email: mduignan@stangelas.nuigalway.ie) 

 

Module Outlines 

Inclusion for Learning 

This module aims to equip the participant with a knowledge and understanding of the 

development of inclusion, nationally and internationally, considering current legislation, 

policy and practice. The participant will critically analyse the concept of inclusion with 

emphasis on theories and models of good practice and examine the concept of inclusion in the 

context of professional practice. The participant will demonstrate the skills, understanding 

and attitudes of the reflective practitioner and will be able to critically appraise the role of 

advisor, consultant and manager of the learning environment 

 

Issues and Skills in Pastoral Care/Chaplaincy Studies* (Core Module) 

The Education Act (1998) obliges schools to “promote the moral, spiritual and personal 

development of students”. This module provides participants with an opportunity to assist in 

the realisation of these objectives. The module explores approaches to spirituality appropriate 

to adolescents/youth and addresses key issues of ethical formation. It also develops skills for 

appropriate celebration of rituals, prayer and liturgy in the school/educational community 

context context and assist the school/educational community both in times of crisis and in 

times of celebration. 

 

School Placement* (Core Module)  

Pastoral care and Chaplaincy work is, in a very real sense, an applied discipline, where 

theoretical knowledge, attitudes and skills are developed and ever honed by the lived 

experience of working within the context of a school pastoral care/chaplaincy environment.  

Consequently, Practice is an intrinsic element of the Post Graduate Diploma in Pastoral 

Care/Chaplaincy Studies at St. Angela’s College.  

 

Theory / Practice of Counselling: Adolescent and Young Adult Development & Pastoral 

Skills* (Core Module)  

The core content of this module will facilitate participants in acquiring some of the basic 

insights and skills to enable them in particular to assist in the personal development of the 

adolescent and young adult population of the school/education community.  Participants will 

engage with major counselling theories, research on adolescent and young adult development 

and develop practical counselling skills to address issues including depression, anger, guilt 

and bullying. It will offer practical advice on the development of healthy relationships. 

 


